M. Helen Smith
July 27, 1931 - July 28, 2020

M. Helen Smith, 89, of Plano, IL passed away Tuesday, July 28, 2020 at Willow Crest
Nursing Pavilion in Sandwich. She was born July 27, 1931 in Olney, IL, the daughter of
Lee and Helen (Cope) Mullinax. She married Edward R. Smith on December 19, 1953.
Helen was a member of the Teacher Sorority, Delta Kappa Gamma in the Gamma Rho
Chapter, for over forty years. She was also a member of the Kendall Retired Teachers
Association. Helen taught 3rd and 4th grade in Plano for 25 years before her retirement in
1990. Helen and Ed loved to travel to their Florida home and go on cruises. She was an
avid reader, enjoyed teaching her grandchildren to play card games, and loved hosting
special times for all of her grandchildren to gather at Camp Smith. Helen was so proud of
all eight of her grandchildren and their accomplishments.
She is survived by her husband, Ed of Plano, IL; her children, Edward G. (Beverly) Smith
of Sandwich, IL, Sue (Vince) Meringolo of NJ, and James (Christine) Smith of Somonauk,
IL; eight grandchildren, Jaclyn (Kevin) Jensen, Laura (Andrew) Block, Michelle (Tyler
Jones) Smith, Samantha (Nicholas Sommo) Meringolo, Anthony (Nicole Lobell) Meringolo,
Cynthia (Nicholas) Urbanski, James M. Smith, and Jeffrey R. Smith; six great
grandchildren, Liam, Aubrey, Emily, Dominick, Camilla, and Gemma; her special niece,
Carol (Robert) Evans of MD; numerous nieces, nephews, cousins, and friends.
She was preceded in death by her parents and her siblings, Dale Mullinax, Marjorie
Hanes, and Katherine Morrison.
Helen's family would like to give a special thank you to the staff of Willow Crest Nursing
Pavilion and Journey Care Hospice for the wonderful care given to her.
A private burial will be held at Little Rock Township Cemetery in Plano. A celebration of
Helen's life will be held at a later date. In lieu of flowers, memorials may be directed to the
scholarship fund at Plano High School or the Plano Education Foundation. For more
information or to sign the online guest book, go to www.EighnerFuneralHomes.com

Turner-Eighner Funeral Home
3952 Turner Ave.
Plano, IL 60545
630-552-3022

Cemetery
Little Rock Township Cemetery
14695 N. Center St.
Plano, IL, 60545

Comments

“

I’m so sad to hear about Helen love and prayers to the family . Helen was a very
special friend to my father and mother id say she was my moms best friend and like
family to us I know she has joined mom and dad in heaven and probably playing a
good game of cards now we all loved you dear sweet lady and miss you love the
Gillett girls

Krista Gillett - August 01 at 12:30 AM

“

My heartfelt condolences go out to the entire Smith Family. Helen was a special soul
and a cherished friend of our family for so many years, It all began when we shared
our little neighborhood at the end of Center Street in Plano. It is amazing how quickly
the time has passed, but that friendship has endured
May you rest in peace dear lady. You will be missed by many. May the angels guide
you safely home

Richard Derby - July 31 at 01:42 PM

“

Helen sat at the table with my mother in law Mary Mosley, they had a wonderful time
together. Helen was truly a wonderful person

Mary A Mosley - July 30 at 07:27 PM

“

So sorry for the passing of Mrs. Smith!
She was always smiling and friendly.
Just the person anyone would love to be around and have for a friend!
Smith family, I'm so sorry for your loss.
Please know that my thoughts and prayers are with you at this very difficult time!

Erika Salemi - July 30 at 07:25 PM

“

So sorry for your loss Smith family. Helen was a wonderful joy and caring soul. I
loved taking care of her when I worked at willowcrest. She always knew what to say
to make you smile. She will be missed dearly. Jess B CNA

Jess Goebel - July 30 at 12:58 AM

“

I am very sorry for your loss Ed . I have been in long term care for 12 years . In my
time I have never seen a more dedicated spouse . I will miss seeing your smile at
every meal every day ! May the LORD give you strength when you need him most.

Dawn Bentley - July 29 at 07:39 PM

“

Our sincere sympathy to all of Helen's family. She was a wonderful and thoughtful
person and we always enjoyed such great conversations with Helen and Ed at
Cedardell Golf Club. She was a treasure and we know she will be missed. Cherish
your memories.
Frank & Carol McKeever

Frank & Carol McKeever - July 29 at 07:06 PM

“

Life was so good----Love from our family to yours
Floyd and Ruth Derby

Floyd and Ruth Derby - July 29 at 03:28 PM

“

My heartfelt sympathies to the Smith family on the passing of Helen. My life is richer
having known her. She was a gem in so many ways and will be greatly missed.
Tammy McGinnis

Tammy McGinnis - July 29 at 09:42 AM

