Jack J. Riffell
September 4, 1922 - September 7, 2017

Jack J. Riffell, 95, of Somonauk, Illinois formerly of Aurora and Waterman, IL passed away
Thursday, September 7, 2017 at Prairie Crossing Living and Rehabilitation Center in
Shabbona, IL. He was born September 4, 1922 in Tipp City, Ohio, the son of Charles and
Laura Bell Smith Riffell. Jack moved to Aurora, IL when he was two years old. He married
Janice Louise Pelzer on December 2, 1950 in Aurora, IL. Jack was a proud Veteran of
WW II having served in the U.S. Army Air Corps. He was a truck driver for 27 &#189;
years and later worked at Fermilab for 18 years in the material distribution and as a
coordinating foreman. Jack owned and rode a motorcycle before he owned a car. He
actively enjoyed dragsters, go-cart racing, roller hockey, trains, hunting rabbits, hobbies
that included horses, ponies, and mules, fishing and was a serious Euchre player. Jack
was always inventing things, never idle. Being an active CB user, Jack went by the handle
"Green Cricket" for many years. He was a member of the Kane County Mounted Patrol
and Aurora Fish Club, having 42 fish tanks in his basement breeding Tropical Fish. Jack
was a vocal spectator of all his kids and grandkids sporting events.
He is survived by his wife of 66 years, Janice of Shabbona, IL; four sons, Daniel Julie
Riffell, Theodore Riffell, Timothy Riffell all of Waterman, IL and Jack J. Diane Riffell, Jr. of
Somonauk, IL; fourteen grandchildren, Daniel, Brandon, Tiffany, Stephanie, Theodore Jr.,
Michael, Derrick, Tyler, Joshua, Jamie, T.J., Tyson, Troy and Jaxson; fourteen great
grandchildren, Jackson, Sydney, Dylan, Danny, Uriah, Jenessa, Jakob, Ava, Jack,
Marcella, Mia, Levi, Corbin, and Axel; one great great grandson, Grayson; several nieces,
nephews and cousins.
He was preceded in death by his parents; three infant children: Sandra Lynn, James
William, and Joel Dean; one grandchild, Nicole Louise; four brothers: Emery, Joseph,
David and Theodore Riffell.
Memorial Services will be held at 7:00 p.m. on Thursday, September 14, 2017 at TurnerEighner Funeral Home in Somonauk, IL with Pastor Derek Johnsen officiating with Military
Honors to follow. Visitation will be from 4:00 p.m. until the time of service at 7:00 p.m. at
the funeral home in Somonauk. Burial will be private at Lincoln Memorial Park in Aurora,
IL. In Lieu of flowers, memorials may be directed to Fox Valley Older Adults Services or to
Unity Hospice. For more information or to sign the online guest book go to

www.EighnerFuneralHomes.com
Turner-Eighner Funeral Home13160 W. RT 34PO Box 404Somonauk, IL 60552815 4982363

Comments

“

Jack:Thanks for all the great times we have had. Like the time the paint colt jumped
out of my truck after the horse sale and landed on the road ( ok ). Or the time I
bought that palomino colt and took it to your house late at nite after the sale only to
find it gone later and found it about a mile down the road. Or the many hunting trips
that we had and fishing trips. Not many wives would put up with cleaning 100 catfish
in their kitchen sink but Janice did. Thanms for all that and more my friend ( of 60
some years).RIP buddy.Paul

PAUL HELGREN - February 01, 2018 at 12:00 AM

“

very nice whitey. great story. thank you. FYI you are still a diddle-dick. ted

ted - February 01, 2018 at 12:00 AM

“

To: Janis, Danny, Teddy, Jack and Timothy: It\s a real loss of a great friend of our
"Thacker" family. We are so very sorry for your great loss. We are never ready to
lose our loved ones. Remembering all the times of you guys wrestling around the
living room and being mad at each other, but you know LOVE always prevailed. Jack
was always about family and everything else came last. I personally, am so great full
to have visited with him last Dec. on my trip from Texas. We had time to visit and
remember all the good times we had from years back. Those were times I\ll never
forget as well as my children.
May God Bless you Jack and your great family. Rest in Peace "MY Friend". Love you
all. Judy

Judy Thacker Hallock - February 01, 2018 at 12:00 AM

“

I\m sad to see you leave, I have known you my whole entire life. I will miss the
teasing from you as well. My father was your buddy from way back, I told him of your
passing and he is going to miss you Jack, but he\s 90 and can\t make the trip to see
you for the last time so he told me to give you all his condolences. God bless you all
and R.I.P. Mr. Riffell

Scott Johnson - February 01, 2018 at 12:00 AM

“

I have lost a great friend and a greater roller hockey coach. Jack is the only person
who has hit me in the face (with a hockey
puck) and broke off a tooth an required 7 stitches to my upper lip when we first met. I
will miss being called diddle-dick by him.
fist Bill Thacker and now Jack, or team is getting shorter, But I am so blessed to have
had the time and be able to say they are
truly great friends of mine. Rest in peace guys.... Whitey

Roger (Whitey) Collins - February 01, 2018 at 12:00 AM

