Hope "Meme" Frances Bowne
April 17, 1940 - February 3, 2020

Hope “Meme” Frances Bowne, 79, of Plano, IL, found peace from her ongoing
courageous health issues Monday, February 3, 2020 at her home surrounded by her
loving family with the help of Joliet Area Hospice. She was born April 17, 1940 in Aurora,
IL, the daughter of Robert and Frances Ackley. Hope was united in marriage on January
9, 1960 in Oswego, IL to James “Jim” Anson Bowne and spent 44 happy years together.
She was a loving and giving wife, mother, grandmother, sister, and aunt who will be deeply
missed by her family and many friends.

Hope and Jim owned and operated Bowne Jewelers in Plano for 42 years. She sold
Tupperware for many years. Hope retired from Fox Valley Shopper after 25 years of
service. She was a member of the Moose. Hope was a leader for both Boys Scouts and
Girls Scouts. She loved to fly planes with her husband. Hope and her friends would get
together once a month to play canasta for over 30 years. She looked forward to taking her
mother to the Sandwich Fair, where she entered Frances’ vegetables and various
produce. Hope enjoyed cooking, baking, antique shopping, gardening, ceramics, canning
vegetables, family reunions but most of all she loved spending time with her children,
especially her grandchildren.

She is survived by her daughter, Kate (Cindy Newell) Bowne of MI; her sons, Matt (Kim)
Bowne of TN and Mark (Jennifer Isham) Bowne of Plano, IL; her six grandchildren, Brandi
Bowne of TN, Derick Bowne of TN, Tyler Wrona of Plano, IL, Cameron Bowne of Plano,
IL, Zachary Bowne of Plano, IL, and Tristan Bowne of Plano, IL; two great grandchildren,
Chasdon Bowne of TN and Mira Salmon-Wrona of IL; her brothers, Robert (Sue) Ackley
and George Ackley both of Aurora, IL; her niece, Wendy Ackley of Aurora, IL; her nephew,
Jeff Ackley and his sons, Wyatt and Virgil.

She was preceded in death by her parents, her husband and best friend, Jim, her sisterin-law, Mary Ann Ackley, former daughter-in-law, Adrienne Brown.

Funeral Service will be held at 10:00 a.m. on Saturday, February 8, 2020 at BurkhartEighner Funeral Home in Sandwich, with Chaplain Jim McGuire officiating. Burial will
follow at Oak Ridge Cemetery in Sandwich, IL. Visitation will be from 3:00 p.m. to 8:00
p.m. on Friday, February 7, 2020 at the funeral home in Sandwich. Memorials may be
directed to Joliet Area Hospice. For more information or to sign the online guest book, go
to www.EighnerFuneralHomes.com
Burkhart-Eighner Funeral Home
606 E. Arnold Rd.
Sandwich, IL 60548
815-786-2165
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Comments

“

To Hope's Family, I am so sorry to hear of your Mom & Grandma's passing and that
she suffered with illness. Hope helped me get started in Tupperware. We rode
together to many meetings. As you might know, we had a great time riding together
and laughing at the funny (and silly) things two women would laugh at. I hope your
fond memories make this time easier.My deep sympathy for everyone.Cindy
Worsley, Sandwich

Cynthia Worsley - February 11 at 09:39 AM

“

Mark and family. We are sorry to hear of Hope’s passing. Our deepest sympathy to
all of you. Royal & Fran Corbin

Fran Corbin - February 07 at 09:22 PM

“

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of Hope "Meme" Frances Bowne.

February 06 at 08:25 PM

“

We met Hope the day after we moved the final piece into the house we bought, next
door to her. We had a house full of boxes to unpack, and were a little overwhelmed.
We needed a break, but wouldn't take one. Hope rang the bell, and when we
answered greeted us with some lovely plants, but even better, her lovely smile!
Susan and I had moved frequently since getting together, and this was the first time
anyone had "welcomed" us to the neighborhood.
It was a gorgeous day - much too nice to be unpacking boxes - so we adjourned to
the deck to sit and chat. I asked the girls if it was too early for Margaritas. Hope said
it sounded good to her. Right then I knew we were going to get along great.
I have never met such a sweet soul. She was always so kind and supportive of me.
So many great memories of times together, I love you Hope. Go with God.

Pat Marchino - February 06 at 07:13 PM

“

1 file added to the album Hope and her neighbor, Pat

Pat Marchino - February 06 at 06:18 PM

“

1 file added to the album Hope and her neighbor, Pat and Melissa

Pat Marchino - February 06 at 06:17 PM

“

1 file added to the album Hope and her neighbors, Susan and Pat

Pat Marchino - February 06 at 06:11 PM

“

1 file added to the album Hope and her neighbors, Susan and Pat

Pat Marchino - February 06 at 06:08 PM

“

I met Hope the day we moved into the house next door; that day would have been 15
years ago in April 2020.
She came over to introduce herself by presenting us with a flat of nursery plants. We
stopped what we were doing and sat on the deck drinking margaritas. She and Benji
were always welcome in our house just as we and our dog LaRoo were in hers.
Although we moved further and further away, still talked with her often and thought
about her even more often. In the week or two before she passed away, she was
frequently in my mind. We love you, Hope, very much.

Susan Marchino - February 06 at 01:11 PM

“

Sweet Tenderness was purchased for the family of Hope "Meme" Frances Bowne.

February 06 at 09:38 AM

“

Becky McGava Nelson lit a candle in memory of Hope "Meme" Frances Bowne

Becky McGava Nelson - February 06 at 09:06 AM

“

The Nelson Family sends our condolences...she was a great lady and will be missed by so
many...
Becky McGava - February 06 at 09:06 AM

“

Friends for 70 yrs

rosalie theurer - February 06 at 07:21 AM

“

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the family of Hope "Meme" Frances Bowne.

February 05 at 10:58 PM

“

Your Girl Scout friends in JUNIOR TROOP 4159 purchased the Arrive in Style for the
family of Hope "Meme" Frances Bowne.

Your Girl Scout friends in JUNIOR TROOP 4159 - February 05 at 04:11 PM

“

Your Dempsey Family purchased the Magnificent Life Spray for the family of Hope
"Meme" Frances Bowne.

Your Dempsey Family - February 05 at 03:44 PM

“

I worked with Hope at the Shopper in the late 80’s. What a classy lady. Unfailingly
professional and super kind.

Nancy Hougham - February 05 at 02:07 PM

“

Strength & Solace Spray was purchased for the family of Hope "Meme" Frances
Bowne.

February 04 at 08:30 PM

